
	

	

M A Y  2 0 1 9   

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 

 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
(Fellowship Hall) 

201 S. Park Avenue, Apopka 
 
 
  TUESDAY, MAY 21 
  6:30 Social 
  7:00 Awards Night and 
          Installation of Officers 
 

LAST MEETING 
BEFORE  

SUMMER BREAK! 
 
Refreshments:   
Hostess, Marty Harrison 
Elizabeth Badillo, Marilyn Boyer, 
Ruth Clasen, Lillian Finno, Saudi 
Ellis, Sharon Fisher, Shirleen 
Fisher, and Diane Velazquez 

President’s Corner 	

Member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs                                   GFWC Florida – District 7	

GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club 
P. O. Box 336 

Apopka, FL  32704-0336 
 

ApopkaWomansClub.org 
Facebook.com/ApopkaWomansClub	

	

 As this club year draws to a close, I think about the 
past two years and how much we have accomplished and 
the fun we have had.  We have given twelve $1,000.00 
scholarships to Apopka area high school seniors, two 
$1,000.00 scholarships to adult women returning to 
school to further their education, and two $1,000.00 
scholarships to the Miss Apopka Pageant. We have 
donated to Shop With A Cop, which enabled thirty-five 
disadvantaged children to purchase Christmas presents 
for their family, friends, and sometime themselves.  In 
addition, we have helped Loaves and Fishes and Seniors 
First feed hungry people in our area. We have helped 
furnish resources for our neighbors suffering with 
cancer.  Plus, we’ve helped local kids’ sport teams that 
teach children sportsmanship.  And, so much more. 
 
 Together, we have had successful Art and Foliage 
Festivals, Azalea Sales, and Bunco events (thanks to 
Shirley Risser for hosting these events.)  Our Ice Cream 
Social was a lot of fun.  Thanks, again, Ann Mixson for 
hosting the event in your lovely home and spectacular 
back yard. Not to mention Halloween in the Park, where 
we won first place last October. If you have never 
participated in that event, please come out next October 
and see the amazing costumes that the children and 
parents come up with. We work hard but we have fun, 
too. 
 
 I have been so honored to be your president these 
past two years. I truly appreciate all of your support and 
encouragement. I know everyone will support our new 
president and officers, just as you have supported my 
officers and me. We truly are a sisterhood of women 
working together for the betterment of our community. 
 
Hugs to you all, 
   Joann  
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Prayer Requests 
 

 Please add the following members and family members to your prayer lists: 
 
  Kathy Hopper who recently lost her great grandson, Axel. 
  Betty Jones who is recovering from a fall. 
  Bob Morrow (Dena) who was in the hospital 
  Shirley Risser who is recovering from a foot injury. 
  Tom Turner (Debbie) who is having ongoing health issues. 
   

If you are in need of prayer or know someone who is, please contact  
Pat Raub, Corresponding Secretary 

In Memory Of… 

Marlene Ryan worked for the post office as a supervisor, sales and marketing, and 
retired after thirty-six years. She worked for Pitney Bose for another five years before 
retiring for good.  She had recently had a serious blood disease and fought hard to 
survive it.  She and husband Pat had just retired, were done with snow and cold, and 
decided to move to FL in the summer of 2013 to be close to her sister Linda and husband 
Dave. Linda was so thankful to have family close by when her husband passed away the 
next year.  Marlene was always the caregiver and ready to help in anyway she could.  
 
Marlene joined the Apopka Woman’s Club in January 2014.  She immediately became 
involved that fall by being the Home Life Chairman. In 2015 she was the club’s Recording 
Secretary, and in 2016 she was elected Club Treasurer and served in that position until 
early 2017.  When she was feeling good she rarely missed a meeting.  She cared about the 
homeless and poor so she gave frequently to the Food Pantry at St. Francis of Assisi as 
well as Loaves & Fishes.  She was also a member of NORWF and the Foliage Garden Club 
of Apopka.  In December 2016, Marlene was diagnosed with stage IV Pancreatic Cancer.  
She never felt sorry for herself and never gave up hope.     
 
“She was dedicated in all or anything she took on as part of a club, whether it would be 
raffle baskets, treasurer, or committee, you knew if Marlene worked on a project it would 
be done well, efficiently, but quietly.  Her strength and endurance made her my human 
hero. She loved her family more than life!”  Charlotte White  
 
“We enjoyed going to the Errol Clubhouse having dinner and dancing to Johnny & The 
Moondogs.  We also loved going to the movies and spending time at each other’s houses. 
She had a positive attitude until the very end and kept saying that because of her they 
would find a cure.  She always wore a bracelet tied with a purple ribbon, given to her by 
her other sister Nancy, engraved with the word Hope. She was loved by everyone who 
knew her and we miss her every day.”  Linda Widmer 
 
We honor the life of Marlene Ryan. 
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We wish De Neville “adieu“ as 
she sets off on her new 
adventure to North Carolina. 
 
De has been a member of AWC 
since 1980. 

De arrived safely, but was very disappointed that her furniture was arriving late along with her 
address book and computer. Other than that, everything was fine. Her frog room is beautiful 
and she will send pictures when it’s finished.  She sincerely appreciates all who came to her 
going away party. She misses everyone.  

MAY PROGRAM  
AWARDS AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

 
This is the month that brings so much joy to us as club members.   We will give donations to many 
of the organizations that we support.  It’s the hard work all year and through the festival that 
makes this possible. 
 
We will also have the installation of our 2019/2020 Officers.   Let’s give them our support as they 
take on these important roles within our club.  Please join us to celebrate the reason we work so 
hard…to give back to our Apopka community. 
 
Joann  

      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 
          Diane & Ed Velazquez  
          Judith & Eric Coleman  
          Charlotte & Bob White  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
	
   Betty Ashton     Mary Lou Levine  
   Eileen Callejas     Debora Files  
   Gail Seaman     Judith Coleman  
   Diane Velazquez     Debbie Turner  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Per ARTICLE IX - DUES & FINANCE 
SECTION 2. ANNUAL DUES 
Annual dues are payable on or before the general 
membership meeting in May. 
 
Per ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP  
SECTION 4. TERMINATION OF MEMBERSIP 
B.   Non-payment of dues: 
       a.  A member who has not paid dues as     
           reported by the treasurer will be dropped 
           from membership on June 30. 
 
Membership Dues are still being accepted and the 
applications available at the sign-in desk at the 
May meeting.  Please return them to me by the 
end of the meeting.  The membership form is on 
the last page of this newsletter for printing. 
 
If you will be ordering a badge ($10.00) and/or 
requesting a mailed newsletter ($10.00), please 
make a notation on your check exactly what it is 
for (badge/printed newsletter.) This makes it 
easier for our treasurer.   
 
Ruth Clasen, 2nd Vice President 

A Festival Moment... 

FROM THE CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY… 
 
Over the summer months, if you know of 
someone in the club who has been ill, in the 
hospital, or had a recent death in their family, 
please contact me so that we can send a card.    
 
We also like to acknowledge HAPPY news as 
well, such as marriages and babies. 
 
It is so important to keep everyone informed so 
that we can support them.   
 
Pat Raub      

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
 
Back Row L to R: Elizabeth Spurlock, Apopka HS, 
Rosalind Lamphere-Egan, Adult, Sydney Knight, 
Apopka HS 
 
Front Row L to R: Makayla Fisher, Apopka HS, 
Tran Pham, Wekiva HS, Betty Jankun, Education Chair 
 
Not pictured: Erin Chou, Apopka HS, Tamara Sanon, 
Wekiva HS 
 



	

	

 
 

 

AWC Save the Date! 
     
May 21  General Membership 
              Last meeting before  
      summer break! 
    
Jun 4     Combined Board Meeting 
              5:30 Chamber of Commerce 
 
Jun 13   Miss Apopka Send Off  
    5:00 - 7:00 pm City Hall 
     
Nov 1   Fall Tour of Officers  
   District 7 Meeting  
   AWC Hosts 

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
 
Instead of tossing those eggshells from breakfast into the trash, try saving them for these 
incredible uses: 
fertilize the garden, 
clean your skin - mix eggshells with apple cider vinegar and let them soak for a few days, 
non-toxic abrasive cleaner - mix with 1 cup of powder and 3 cups baking soda, 
start an herb garden - use eggshells as the plant container, 
yolk separator, 
remove stains from a thermos - warm water and crushed eggshells, 
make sidewalk chalk - add flour and food coloring to crushed eggshells, 
add to coffee grounds to mellow out the brew, 
clean up the sink, 
make decorative candles from the shells, 
say goodbye to garden pests, and  
feed the birds - bake eggshells at 250 degrees until dry. 
 
Trudy Weiss, Chairman 

EVERYONE-WANTS-THE-RECIPE CABBAGE SALAD 
 
Dressing 
1/2 cup vegetable oil                        1 tsp. salt 
1/4 cup sugar                                    1/2 tsp. black pepper 
 2 tablespoons vinegar 
Combine all ingredients and blend thoroughly. 
 
Salad                                  
1 - 2 1/4 ounce package sliced almonds                   
1 - 16 ounce package cole slaw mix                          
1/2 cup chopped green pepper                                       
1/2 cup chopped red pepper    
5 - green onions, chopped 
1 - 8 ounce can water chestnuts 
1 - 3 ounce pkg. oriental noodles, crushed 
                                    
Toast almonds 350 degrees in oven till browned.   
Just before serving, combine all ingredients and dressing. 
Toss to mix thoroughly. 
 
Enjoy!!    Pat Raub 
 

FESTIVAL REIMBURSEMENT PROCEDURES 
 

When requesting reimbursement for expenses related to the festival, please fill out the proper 
reimbursement form and attach all receipts to the form. No reimbursements will be made without 
this form and receipts. If you don’t have the form, please contact me. 
 
Sharon Canfield, Festival Treasurer 



	

	

	

THANK YOU Booth Sitters for being 
flexible fun-loving babes.  You all just 
jumped right in and did what needed to 
be done. 

With much love and appreciation.	 	  
 
Sandy Steuer and Sandy Bove’ 

A big THANK YOU to the Public Issues 
Committee. 
 
With the tremendous support of so many 
of our club members, our “Sweets for the 
Firefighters” was awesome.  We 
delivered to the six fire stations. 
 
Our project for Prom Night Apopka High 
School and Wekiva High School was also 
a great success.  Saudi Ellis delivered 
1,300 cards. 
 
Think of your future, 
think of your date, 
now think before making 
a fatal mistake. 
Don’t Drink and Drive! 
 
Wishing everyone a relaxing summer. 
 
Betty Ann Huntsman 
Public Issues Chairman 	

THANK YOU to all who helped at the 
festival for entertainment:  Saudi and 
Dotson Ellis, Cathy Aperfine, Lynn 
Edwards, Betty Jones, Dee Dee Flint, 
Robin Fisher, Katie Jairett, Jennifer 
Canfield, Bob Jankun, and brother. 
 
A “special” thank you to Betty Jankun 
who was by my side all three days over 
the last two years, giving me support and 
helping in such a big way. 
 
Gail Seaman	

THANK YOU to everyone on the 
Special Events Committee.  You 
were really great! 
 
Shawn Baker & Dawne Levenskie 
Special Events Co-chairmen 

I want to thank the members who have 
helped me proof the newsletter over the last 
couple of years. THANK YOU…Joann 
Castillo, Cynthia Drayton, Margaret Hettler, 
Betty Jankun, De Neville, Sandy Steuer, and 
Geri Garnet Unrue.  You all were such an 
enormous help and so appreciated. 
 
And, I want to thank all the members for the 
kind words and support you have given me 
while doing the newsletter. 
 
Gail Seaman 



	

	
	

	

WHEW...we survived the 58th annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival!!! ☺   
 
First, we extend “special thanks” to our Committee for their dedication to making the festival 
a huge SUCCESS for the community.  They worked tirelessly, were committed to the goal and 
participated in most of the following:   
 
"   Six (6) monthly Committee Meetings (Nov. – May).  
 
"   Three (3) Status Update Meetings with Mayor Nelson & Staff. 
 
"   Countless strategic email transmittals.  
 
"   Sub-committees Meetings. 
 
"   Site visits to Kit Land Nelson Park.  
 
So for those along with other tasks, again—we thank you!  Additionally, we thank every Club 
Member who contributed in a myriad of capacities, because it takes “all heels on deck” to 
bring this to fruition.  Kudos to our Partner - City of Apopka, Sponsors and Contributors for their 
support.  And, of course Madame President, we thank you for trusting our vision.  
 
Finally, we are honored to have served as Co-Chairmen of this enormous undertaking.  We 
received great reviews, suggestions on how to improve future events and learned from 
missteps.  We challenge you to serve on next year’s Committee to improve the 
59th Festival.  Meanwhile, let’s relish in our accomplishment as we sprinkle our Community 
with the spoils (revenue) of our hard work.    
 
Yours in Service!  
  
Theresa Mott & Diane Velazquez, Co-Chairmen 
2019 Apopka Art & Foliage Festival 


